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The United States West of the Mississippi River
Chapter 5
Fun facts about some of the states in the western region:

· Santa Fe, New Mexico is the highest capital city in the nation.

· 17 of the nation’s 20 highest mountain peaks are located in Alaska.

· The amount of copper in the dome of the Capitol building in Phoenix, Arizona is enough to mint nearly 5 million pennies.

· Sabula is Iowa’s only town that is located on an island.

· Dodge City, Kansas is the windiest city in the United States.

· The Mall of America in Bloomington, Minnesota is large enough to fit 78 football fields.

· Kansas City, Missouri has more boulevards than Paris, France and boasts the second-most number of fountains in the world after Rome, Italy.

· The state of Washington is the only state in the Union that is named for a United States president.

· The National Cowboy Hall of Fame is located in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

Lesson 1—Page 148

Physical Landscape
· Mississippi River—divides the U.S. into 2 parts.

· 2 regions not equal in size

· Region west of the Mississippi

· Larger than the area east of the Mississippi

· States west of the Mississippi

· Differ from each other

· But also have more in common with each other than the states east of the Mississippi

· Typically larger

· Human populations

· More spread out

· Landforms

· Steeper and rockier 

· Climates

· Overall much drier

· Rich in natural resources
The Great Plains
Lie just west of the Mississippi River 

A geographically and environmentally defined region covering parts of ten states
· Great Plains States

· North Dakota

· South Dakota

· Nebraska

· Kansas

· Oklahoma

· Texas

· Montana

· Wyoming 

· Colorado

· New Mexico

· Running between Canada and Mexico, the region stretches from the 98th meridian to the Rocky Mountains
· Appear flat in many places
· Other places
· Gently rolling land
· Tilted downward toward the east
· Example:  eastern Nebraska
· Elevation is less than 1,500 feet above sea level
· Western edge
· Land rises to about 6,000 feet 
· Once covered by wild grasses
· Bison and pronghorn—American antelope—grazed there
· Now covered by farms and ranches
Mountains and Hills 
· Great Plains

· Interrupted by the Black Hills toward the north

· Once mountains

· Eroded over time

· Evergreen trees give them its name

· Rocky Mountains
· West of the Great Plains

· Cordillera

· A region of parallel mountain chains

· Include dozens of different mountain chains

· Extend from the Canadian border to the Mexican border

· Many mountains as snow capped

· Trees cover the slopes but not above the timberline—high elevation where the climate is too cold for trees to grow above it

· Pacific Coast mountain ranges

· Has several different mountain ranges 

· Many formed because plate tectonics exert pressure on Earth’s lithosphere

· Lithosphere cracked and broken land to rise into steep, rugged mountains

· Olympic Mountains of Washington

· Glaciers found on them because of heavy rainfalls and cold temps

· Cascades

· 150 miles east of the Pacific coast

· Run from north to south through western Oregon and Washington State

· Volcanic, with some still active
· Sierra-Nevada range

· Runs along the California-Nevada border

· Sierra Nevada comes from the Spanish for “snowy mountains”

· Includes Mount Whitney—14,500 feet

· Highest point in the 48 contiguous states

· Contiguous—means “connected too”

· Contiguous states stretch from the Atlantic to the Pacific oceans

· Alaska and Hawaii not part of them.

· Central Valley 

· In California

· Found between the coastal mountains and the line of the Sierras and the Cascades.

· Long, low valleys

· In Oregon

· Called the Willamette Valley
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Basins and Plateaus
Mix of landforms grouped into 3 sections found between the Rockies, the Sierra Nevada, and the Cascade Range

· Colorado Plateau

· Located to the south and east

· Plateau—large area of generally flat land

· Mesas—smaller, flat-topped features

· Many canyons cut deep into it

· Grand Canyon

· Colorado River runs along the Grand Canyon floor which is more than a mile below the rim
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· Basin and Range region

· Basins - A region drained by a river and its tributaries. A low-lying area on the Earth's surface in which thick layers of sediment have accumulated. Some basins are bowl-shaped while others are elongate.

· Found west of the Colorado Plateau and extends to the north

· Refers to a pattern on the land in which clusters of steep, high mountains are separated by low-lying basins
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· Columbia Basin
· Found to the north

· Large area formed mainly by vast amounts of lava that flowed from volcanoes and then cooled and hardened.

· Most is flat area

· Rivers cut deep valleys and canyons

[image: image8.png]the western United States

ions in

@)}
()]
(1'd
-
©
(]
b
o
(a
o
0
S
m
O
O
©
c
©
k=
7))
©
m
)
©
()]
| .
o

500

375

125 250

Kilometers





Landforms of Alaska
Alaska

· The largest U.S. state in land area
· Lies to the west of Canada

· Mountains along its northern and southern edges

· Alaska Range

· In the south

· Home of the highest point in the United States

· Mount McKinley—also called Denali

· 20,320 feet

· Lowland plains

· Cover area between the Alaska Range and the northern mountains
Landforms of Hawaii
Hawaii
· Located nearly 2,400 miles southwest of California

· Archipelago—a large group or chain of islands

· 8 largest islands

· In the eastern part of the chain of islands

· Formed by volcanoes

· 2 volcanoes

· Mauna Loa

· Kilauea

· Both still active

· Wind and the sea

· Eroded some mountains to make steep cliffs

· Sandy beaches

· Found on some islands
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Bodies of Water
U.S. west of the Mississippi River

· Much drier than eastern part 

· Fewer rivers and lakes

· The rivers and lakes found in this region

· Play significant roles in the area’s economy

Ocean and Gulf
Pacific Ocean

· Chief body of water for this region

· Inlets from the ocean create harbors along coast

· Lots of major ports

· California

· San Diego

· Long Beach

· Los Angeles

· Oregon

· Portland

· Washington

· Seattle

· Tacoma

· Alaska

· Valdez

· Hawaii

· Honolulu

Pacific Ocean facts

· Largest ocean in the world and covers about 1/3 of Earth’s surface

· Pacific means “peaceful” from a similar Latin word.

· Named by a Portuguese explorer Ferdinand Magellan in 1521.

· The total size of the ocean is larger than all of Earth’s continents combined.

· It contains about 25,000 different islands.

· The Mariana Trench is the deepest trench in any of Earth’s oceans.

· It reaches its deepest point at about 36,000 feet.
Gulf of Mexico

· Bordered by Louisiana and Texas

· Several major ports

· New Orleans, Louisiana

· Houston, Texas

· Coastlines

· Very different from Pacific coastline

· Plate tectonics still active along Pacific coast

· Earthquakes cause steep coastlines with rocky cliffs
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· Gulf coastline

· More stable

· Very flat

· Has many swamps and shallow water
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Lakes of the Region
Lakes

· Not as common in this region
· Fairly dry climate

· Thousands of years ago

· Wetter climate

· A huge, freshwater lake covered many of the basins 

· Utah, Idaho, and Nevada

· Today

· Only a few isolated lakes remain

· Great Salt Lake in Utah

· Largest salt like in the Americas

· Changes in size gradually

· Evaporation

· Salty because it does not have an outlet

· Tributary rivers deposit salt into it

· Evaporation takes the water away

· Leaves the salt behind
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· Lake Tahoe

· Sits high in the Sierra Nevada
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· Lake Mead

· Human-made lake formed when the Hoover Dam was built on the Colorado River
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Rivers
Colorado River

· One of the major rivers of the region

· Begins along the western slope of the Rocky Mountains and twists south and west to the Gulf of California

· Has been dammed many places

· Used so much for farming and in cities

· No water at all reaches the Gulf of California

Columbia River

· Flows from the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific Ocean

· Dammed in several places

· Hydroelectric power

· Tributaries of the Columbia River

· Snake River

· Willamette River

Westward flowing rivers
· Colorado River

· Columbia River

· Snake River

· Willamette River

Eastward flowing rivers

· Missouri River

· Platte River

· Kansas River

· Arkansas River

· Rio Grande River

Continental Divide—imaginary line through the Rocky Mountains that separates the eastward and westward flowing rivers
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Dams on all the rivers

· Benefit people

· Control floods

· Generate hydroelectric power

· Provide water for urban and rural areas

· Affect the hydrosphere and biosphere
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Without dams

· River flow fast and cold during springtime when snows are melting

· Flow slowly and are warmer in the summer

Climates of the Region
Has many different climates

· Tropical rain forests

· Cover parts of Washington and Oregon

· Many storms from the North Pacific Ocean

· Dry, hot deserts

· Cover large parts of the Southwest

Coastal and Highland Climates
High mountains

· Play a role in forming climates in the region

· Western mountains

· Rain shadow effect
· Pacific Coast Ranges

· The Cascades

· Sierra Nevada

· Their westward facing slopes receive lots of rain and snow from Pacific Ocean storms

· These heavy rains give northern California, Oregon, and Washington a marine west coast climate
· Heavy forests grow there

· Valleys east of the coastal ranges lie in the rain shadow

· California’s Central Valley

· Lies in the rain shadow

· Still a major farming region

· Hot and dry

· Located near the western slopes of the Sierra Nevada

· Which receives lots of rain and is used for irrigation in the valley

· Irrigation—the process by which water is supplied to dry land

Climates in the Interior
High mountains of the Cascades and the Sierra Nevada 

· Produce a rain shadow

· Keeps the interior of the region dry

· This dry climate

· Causes lots of evaporation from the Great Salt Lake

· Large deserts cover some areas

Western Great Plains

· Semiarid climate

· Receives more rain than a desert but not enough for trees to grow

· Have bushes and grasslands

Great Plains

· Temperatures
· Get hot in the summer and cold in the winter

· This is what is known as a humid continental climate
· During winters

· Chinook—a dry wind that blows over the region

· Originates in the mountains where it is cold

· But the air heats up and blows down the eastern slopes of the mountains

Eastern Great Plains

· Has 2 climates

· Northern part of the Eastern Great Plains

· Humid continental climate
· Influenced by cold air masses moving down from the Arctic

· Southern part of the Eastern Great Plains

· Humid subtropical climate
· Shaped by warm, moist air from the Gulf of Mexico

· Has higher temperatures than the northern Plains

· Thunderstorms and tornadoes form when cold, dry air from the north collides with warm, moist air from the south

Climates of Alaska and Hawaii
Climates in Alaska

· Generally moderate but cool to cold
· Moderate temperatures

· Occur toward the south 

· Colder temperatures

· Occur toward the north

· Winters

· Cold in the far north

· Valdez, Alaska

· As much as 200 inches of snow per year

Hawaii

· Tropical rain forest climate with high temperatures and high levels of rainfall
· Rain heaviest in winter

· More rain falls on the northeastern side of the mountains 

· b/c of the moist wind coming from that direction

· steady ocean breezes

· keep air comfortable even when temperatures are high
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Energy Resources
Has large reserves of energy resources

· Petroleum and natural gas—found 
· in the Gulf of Mexico

· Near Louisiana

· Near Texas

· In the southern Great Plains

· In California

· In Alaska

· Coal

· Abundant in Wyoming

· Ethanol—a liquid fuel made from plants.  
· In the U.S., it is made from corn and blended with gasoline

· Growing source of energy

· The U.S.

· One of the world’s leading producers 

· Hydroelectric power

· Supplied by dams along the Columbia and Colorado Rivers 

· Wind power

· South Dakota

· Gets nearly a quarter of its electricity from wind power

· More than any other state

· Solar power

· Becoming more important in this region

Minerals and Other Resources
· Rocky Mountains are Important sources of 

· Gold

· Silver

· Copper

· Zinc

· Lead

· Timber
· Fertile soil

· Makes the Plains, California’s Central Valley, and parts of Oregon and Washington major farming regions
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· Natural beauty

· Large areas of great natural beauty set aside in national parks
· Yellowstone National Park

· https://www.nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/parkfacts.htm
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· Yosemite National Park 
· https://www.nps.gov/yose/index.htm
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Lesson 2—Page 156

Early Settlements
Native Americans

· The first people to live in the western states of the United States

· Belonged to dozens of different groups

· Each group had its own language and culture

Native American Ways of Life
Tribes of the Great Plains

· Adopted different says to live

· Some farmed

· Some hunted

· On the plains

· Herds of bison

· Used all parts of animals 

· Clothing

· Homes 

· Nomadic – always on the move

· Few trees

· Built teepees

· Animal hides stretched over long poles

· Could be folded up and moved easily

· Settled along rivers

· Tended fields that grew corn, squash, and other foods

· Pueblo people of the Southwest

· Villages called pueblos – means “towns” or “villages” in Spanish

· Homes

· Multistoried

· Made of dried mud

· Practiced dry farming

· Conserving scarce water

· Beans

· Corn squash

· In the Northwest

· Fished and hunted

· Salmon

· Sea mammals

· On land

· Hunted

· Small game

· Thick forests

· Built large homes

· Europeans

· Changed Native Americans lives

· Introduced

· New animals

· Horses

· Made bison hunting easier

· Sheep

· Herding

· Navajo of the Southwest

· Diseases

· Killed large numbers of Native Americans

Colonial Times
Spanish

· 1st Europeans

· 1598

· 1st European settlement near El Paso, Texas

· 1600s

· Founded Santa Fe, New Mexico

· 1700s

· Settled parts of

· California

· Texas

· Missions

· Church-based communities led by Catholic priests meant to house native peoples

· Hoped to convert Native Americans

· Christianity

· Spanish way of life

· Relied on Native Americans

· Grow food

· Introduced
· Crops that grew in Spain but did not exist in the Western Hemisphere

· Oranges

· Grapes

· Apples

· Peaches

· Pears

· Olives 

· Adopted crops grown in Western Hemisphere

· Corn

· Tomatoes

· Avocados 

French

· 1680s

· Claimed land drained by the Mississippi River

· Included much of the land east of the Rocky Mountains

· Called it Louisiana

· A few settlements placed on along Mississippi River

· New Orleans

· Most important

· Founded early 1700s

· Port for shipping goods from river’s valley

Westward Expansion
American Revolution

· Ended 1783

· U.S. territory

· Entirely east of the Mississippi

· Land still unsettled by Americans

· After the revolution

· Americans began moving to the frontier—a region just beyond or at the edge of a settled area
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Exploring the West
President Thomas Jefferson

· 1803

· Purchased the Louisiana Territory from France

· Louisiana Purchase

· Most of the land between the Mississippi and the Rocky Mountains
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· Meriwether Lewis and William Clark
· 50 men

· Expedition to explore Louisiana Purchase

· Lasted more than 2 years

· St. Louis to coast of Oregon and back

· Missouri River

· As far as they could

· Horseback to coast

· Recorded data—information

· Plants and animals

· Peaceful contact

· Native Americans

· American claim 

· Washington

· Oregon
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Other explorers

· Opened new areas

Mountain men

· Began to trap in the Rocky Mountains

· Beavers

· Added more knowledge about the geography of the American West

· Discovered ways through the mountains

· Settlers would use later

Settling the West
By the 1830s

· Manifest Destiny

· The concept that the United States had a right to extend its boundaries to the Pacific Ocean

· Promoted westward movement

· Settlers

· Rich farmlands

· Oregon

· Wagons

· Oregon Trail

· Across the Great Plains and through the passes in the Rocky Mountains

· http://thewalktowestwardexpansion.weebly.com/oregon-trail.html
· Washington and Oregon
· Claimed by 

· United States and Great Britain

· 1846

· Both countries reached an agreement

· The U.S. gained control of Washington and Oregon

· Great Britain kept control of lands to the north (Canada)

· Americans 

· Moved to Texas

· Belonged to Mexico

· Declared independence in the next decade

· Independent country set up

· Many Texans

· Wanted to join the U.S.

· 1845

· U.S. annexed Texas

· Annexed—took control of

· Hoped to gain

· California and other lands that were part of Mexico

· Led to war with Mexico

· U.S. won

· Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (1848)

· Mexico

· Gave U.S the area that later formed

· California

· Utah

· Nevada

· Parts of Colorado, Arizona, Wyoming, and New Mexico

· Added a large Spanish-speaking population to the U.S.

· Gold discovered in California (1849)

· Thousands of people

· Flocked to California

· Called the California Gold Rush

· San Francisco and other cities

· Grew rapidly

Western Lands in the Late 1800s
Later 1800s

· more discoveries of mineral wealth


· huge reserve of silver

· Nevada (1870s)

· Gold

· Black Hills

· South Dakota to Colorado

· Railroads

· being built

· to join eastern and western regions

· 1st line

· Mississippi River to Pacific Ocean

· established in 1869

· increased population rapidly in the West

· In 1900

· more than twice as many people lived in the West as in 1880

· Great Plains

· changed dramatically

· grasslands turned into farms and ranches

· settlers hunted huge herds of bison and other animals

· some animals became extinct

· Native Americans

· suffered from the changes to the environment and population growth of settlers

· farms, ranches, railroads, and mines

· took away Native American lands

· resisted, but outnumbered

· forced to live on reservations

· often located in areas with poor soil

Gaining New Lands
Late 1800s

· United States
· made last land purchase

· Alaska—In 1867

· from Russia for just over $7 million

· about 2 cents per acre

· not a popular purchase

· called area “Seward’s Icebox” or “Seward’s Folly”

· Secretary of State William Seward agreed to buy Alaska

· 1898—gold and copper found

· January 3, 1959—became a U.S. state

· Hawaii

· Americans took an interest

· sugar grown there

· by 1880s

· American sugar planters

· feared Hawaii’s royal family

· take away the power and land from them

· so they seized the government

· requested the U.S. government annex Hawaii

· 1900—U.S. government agreed to do so

· 1898—annexed with the urging of President William McKinley
· 1900—became a U.S. territory

· August 21, 1959—became a U.S. state
	#
	State
	Date joined
	What it was before becoming a state

	1
	Delaware
	Friday, December 7, 1787 ‡
	Lower Counties on Delaware, then sovereign state in Confederation

	2
	Pennsylvania
	Wednesday, December 12, 1787 ‡
	Province of Pennsylvania, then sovereign state in Confederation

	3
	New Jersey
	Tuesday, December 18, 1787 ‡
	Province of New Jersey, then sovereign state in Confederation

	4
	Georgia
	Wednesday, January 2, 1788 ‡
	Province of Georgia, then sovereign state in Confederation

	5
	Connecticut
	Wednesday, January 9, 1788 ‡
	Connecticut Colony, then sovereign state in Confederation

	6
	Massachusetts
	Wednesday, February 6, 1788 ‡
	Province of Massachusetts Bay, then sovereign state in Confederation

	7
	Maryland
	Monday, April 28, 1788 ‡
	Province of Maryland, then sovereign state in Confederation

	8
	South Carolina
	Friday, May 23, 1788 ‡
	Province of South Carolina, then sovereign state in Confederation

	9
	New Hampshire
	Saturday, June 21, 1788 ‡
	Province of New Hampshire, then sovereign state in Confederation

	10
	Virginia
	Wednesday, June 25, 1788 ‡
	Virginia Colony, then sovereign state in Confederation

	11
	New York
	Saturday, July 26, 1788 ‡
	Province of New York, then sovereign state in Confederation

	12
	North Carolina
	Saturday, November 21, 1789 ‡
	Province of North Carolina, then sovereign state in Confederation

	13
	Rhode Island
	Saturday, May 29, 1790 ‡
	Colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, then sovereign state in Confederation

	14
	Vermont
	Friday, March 4, 1791
	Province of New York and New Hampshire Grants (ownership disputed), Vermont Republic

	15
	Kentucky
	Friday, June 1, 1792
	Virginia

	16
	Tennessee
	Wednesday, June 1, 1796
	Province of North Carolina, Southwest Territory

	17
	Ohio
	Tuesday, March 1, 1803*
	Northwest Territory

	18
	Louisiana
	Thursday, April 30, 1812
	Orleans Territory

	19
	Indiana
	Wednesday, December 11, 1816
	Indiana Territory

	20
	Mississippi
	Wednesday, December 10, 1817
	Mississippi Territory

	21
	Illinois
	Thursday, December 3, 1818
	Illinois Territory

	22
	Alabama
	Tuesday, December 14, 1819
	Alabama Territory

	23
	Maine
	Wednesday, March 15, 1820
	Massachusetts

	24
	Missouri
	Friday, August 10, 1821
	Missouri Territory

	25
	Arkansas
	Wednesday, June 15, 1836
	Arkansas Territory

	26
	Michigan
	Thursday, January 26, 1837
	Michigan Territory

	27
	Florida
	Monday, March 3, 1845
	Florida Territory

	28
	Texas
	Monday, December 29, 1845
	Republic of Texas

	29
	Iowa
	Monday, December 28, 1846
	Iowa Territory

	30
	Wisconsin
	Monday, May 29, 1848
	Wisconsin Territory

	31
	California
	Monday, September 9, 1850
	California Republic

 HYPERLINK "https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/w/index.php?title=Mexican_Cession&action=edit&redlink=1" \o "Mexican Cession (not yet started)" Mexican Cession, Alta California

	32
	Minnesota
	Tuesday, May 11, 1858
	Minnesota Territory

	33
	Oregon
	Monday, February 14, 1859
	Oregon Territory

	34
	Kansas
	Tuesday, January 29, 1861
	Kansas Territory

	35
	West Virginia
	Saturday, June 20, 1863
	Virginia

	36
	Nevada
	Monday, October 31, 1864
	Nevada Territory

	37
	Nebraska
	Friday, March 1, 1867
	Nebraska Territory

	38
	Colorado
	Tuesday, August 1, 1876
	Colorado Territory

	39 †
	North Dakota
	Saturday, November 2, 1889
	Dakota Territory

	40 †
	South Dakota
	Saturday, November 2, 1889
	Dakota Territory

	41
	Montana
	Friday, November 8, 1889
	Montana Territory

	42
	Washington
	Monday, November 11, 1889
	Washington Territory

	43
	Idaho
	Thursday, July 3, 1890
	Idaho Territory

	44
	Wyoming
	Thursday, July 10, 1890
	Wyoming Territory

	45
	Utah
	Saturday, January 4, 1896
	Utah Territory

	46
	Oklahoma
	Saturday, November 16, 1907
	Oklahoma Territory & Indian Territory

	47
	New Mexico
	Saturday, January 6, 1912
	New Mexico Territory

	48
	Arizona
	Wednesday, February 14, 1912
	Arizona Territory

	49
	Alaska
	Saturday, January 3, 1959
	Alaska Territory

	50
	Hawaii
	Friday, August 21, 1959
	Kingdom of Hawaii, Hawaii Territory


Agriculture and Industry
Various way of earning a living developed
· Decades

· When settling someplace

· Depended on the resources of the area

· Most

· Made their living in primary economic activities
· Activities that extract resources directly from the earth

· Farming, ranching, mining, lumbering, fishing

Farming and Ranching
· In the 1800s

· Many Americans were farmers

· 1862—Homestead Act passed by Congress

· this law made public land in the western states free to anyone who claimed the land, built a farm, and stayed on it for 5 years.

· Hundreds of thousands of people settled on the Great Plains to start farms

· Not easy

· Lacked trees to build homes
· Used sod—chunks of soil held together by the roots of grasses

· Raising cattle

· Important in western states
· Cowboys herded cattle

· Drove them to towns that had a railroad

· Shipped to cities in the east

· Butchered in meatpacking companies

· Denver, Colorado, Kansas City, Missouri, Omaha, Nebraska

· Became centers for processing crops and meat

Industry
1st industries in western states

· Primary economic activities

· Concentrated on using the resources of the region

· Silver & copper mines

· Cutting of trees in the Northwest

· Provide lumber for building homes and ships

· Fish canneries

· Along the Pacific coast & Gulf coash

· New primary industries developed—in the 1900s

· Oil industry

· Boomed in Texas, Oklahoma, and California

· Northern Alaska—in the 1970s

· With the completion of the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System (TAPS)

· Built a pipeline from the northern oil fields to the port of Valdez in the south

· Oil could be shipped to the continental states

· Secondary economic activities

· Began to emerge

· Industries that turn raw materials into manufactured goods

· Became manufacturing centers

· Los Angeles—specialized in machine tools and automobiles

· San Fancisco—major shipbuilding center

Recreation and Entertainment
Focused on recreation and entertainment
· Southern California—home to the movie industry

· Las Vegas—turned into a major resort city

· Casino-hotels, shops, and restaurants

· Area in the Rockies—great natural beauty, or ski slopes

Lesson 3—Life in the Untied States West of the Mississippi 
The Region’s Cities and Rural Areas
· New Orleans—French vibe while Santa Fe, New Mexico—Spanish vibe

· Denver, Colorado—near towering mountains of the Rockies is different from Omaha, Nebraska on the relatively flat Plains
· Honolulu, Hawaii is different from Anchorage, Alaska
· One common characteristic in almost all cities in the western United States

· Dependence on the automobile for transportation

· Limited or no subway or light-rail systems

· Spread out great distances

Major Port Cities
Western U.S.

· Many major ports

· Pacific ports

· Los Angeles and Long Beach in California

· Essentially one port

· Handle more than one-half the value of all imports into the U.S. that comes through Pacific ports

· San Diego and San Francisco in California

· Seattle and Tacoma in Washington State

· All 4 vital to U.S. trade with Asia

· Gulf ports—nation’s top 10 ports in terms of the annual value of goods are the Texas ports

· Houston

· Beaumont

· Corpus Christi

· Port cities are diverse

· L.A.—nation’s second largest city

· Has more people from South Korea and Nicaragua than any other city outside those nations

· Home to people who collectively speak about 90 languages other than English at home
· Los Angeles County

· More Latinos and Native Americans than any other county in the U.S.

Interior Cities
Denver, Colorado

· Unusual location for a major city
· Not a seaport or on a river

· Mountains

· Mining town

· Then people wanted to enjoy the mountains

· Economy

· Software

· Finance

· Communications 

Nation’s most rapidly growing cities

· Interior cities

· Austin, Texas

· Boise, Idaho

· Las Vegas, Nevada

· Phoenix, Arizona

· Provo, Utah

· Riverside, California

· San Antonio, Dallas, and Fort Worth, Texas

· Location near Mexico

· Important to trade with Mexico

Life in Rural Areas
Many rural Americans

· Small towns

· Small villages

· Home to millions of people west of the Mississippi

· Rely on rich resources

· Land and sea

· Farmers of the Plains

· Fishers in rural Alaska

· Oil driller in Texas

· Run a ranch in Montana

· Occupations have existed for centuries

· Modern technology makes these jobs easier

· Example:

· Farmers and ranchers use GPS devices to map regions, manage the land, and track cattle

Challenges Facing the Region
Americans

· Celebrate their ethnic and religious diversity

· Diversity

· Long been a strength of our nation

Population Changes
Recent decades
· Population
· Large growth in the western region

· Mild climate
· Growing businesses

· Consequences

· Strain on natural resources

· Water 

· Ethnic and racial diversity

· Common

· Hawaii

· Asian Americans and other district ethnic or racial groups

· Form the majority of the population

· California, New Mexico, and Texas

· Latinos 

· Large part of the population

· All of these states

· Non-Hispanic whites

· Minority

· Religious diversity

· Christian groups
· Lutherans—numerous in Northern Great Plains states
· Catholics—prominent in New Mexico to California

· Mormons—many in Utah and some neighboring states

· Members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

· Settled in Utah in the mid-1800s

· Population trends

· Raises important economic challenges

· Population over age 65

· Growing

· Require extensive health care

· Increases costs of Medicare—a government-run program that pays the health care costs of the elderly

· Collects monthly retirement checks

· From Social Security system

· Challenge in the coming years

Relations with Neighbors
Canada and Mexico

· Strong with United States

· Early 1900s

· NAFTA—North American Free Trade Agreement

· This treaty removed all trade barriers among themselves

· World’s largest free trade area

· Largest markets for U.S. exports

· 2nd and 3rd largest sources of U.S. imports
· behind China

· western states

· vital part of this trade

· food products and manufactured goods
· form a share of the exports to these nations

· trade

· flows into and out of the U.S. through western ports

· Open borders

· Help trade

· BUT also make it possible for people to enter the country illegally

· 1900s

· illegal immigration drew lots of attention

· U.S. government

· Taking steps to reduce the flow

· Somewhat successful efforts

· Dropped from about 550,000 people in 2005 to around 300,000 in 2008

· Changes in Mexico also help explain this reduction

· Better economy, smaller families, and better education

The Water Problem
Western United States

· Receives little rain

· Years of low rainfall

· Leads to drought

· Between 1930 and 1940

· Severe drought in southern Great Plains

· Strong winds carried dry soil away

· Cover everything with dust

· Dust Bowl

· Farmers lost homes

· Left area looking for work

· Dust Bowl

· Led to new practices in land use and farming

· Reduce the chance of another dust bowl
· Lack of water

· Challenge

· Population growth

· Need more water

· Farmers

· Need to water their crops

· Strains the limited amount of water

· Could limit economic growth

· Scientists

· Develop new ways to remove salt from seawater

· Useable for drinking and farming

· Called desalinization 

· Very expensive process

· But long-term solution

Human Actions and the Environment
Oil—resource 
· Potential cause of environmental damage

· Example: 1989 oil tanker, Exxon Valdez

· Ran aground in Prince William Sound in Alaska

· 250,000 barrels of oil into the sea

· killed plants and animals

· local economy severely hurt

· Example: Deepwater Horizon disaster of 2010

· Explosion destroyed an oil drilling platform 

· Deep in the Gulf of Mexico

· 5 million barrels of oil into the sea

· devastated the coastal economy

Erosion and the Environment
Erosion
· environmental problem in western U.S.

· harvesting trees

· left some mountain slopes bare

· with not tree roots to hold soil in place, 

· soil runs off with the rain

· runoff

· affects the surface of the mountain

· pieces of mountain

· become smaller pieces and go down the side

· of rich topsoil—the fertile soil that crops depend on to grow

· problem in some farming areas

· natural disasters

· Active volcanoes

· Washington, Alaska, and Hawaii
· Wildfires 

· Occur when wooded area become too dry

· Mud slides

· Result from heavy rains or severe shaking from an earthquake

· During a mud slide

· Soil moves like liquid

· Flowing downhill in a sea of mud 

· Dislodges trees and buries houses in its path

· Earthquakes

· San Andreas Fault—major faultline that cuts through western California

· Movement

· Caused major earthquakes over the years

· Scientists

· More are likely to occur

· Severe damage

· Loss of lives

· Los Angeles and San Francisco

The Economy
Land and resources

· Attracted Americans to western states

· Earn a living

Modern Agriculture
Agriculture—important part of life in western U.S.

· Great Plains

· Center of the nation’s wheat industry

· 8 of the nation’s top wheat-producing states

· Spring wheat—planted in spring and harvested in autumn

· Grown on northern Plains

· Winter wheat—planted in the fall and harvested in the spring

· Grown in the southern Plains

· Wheat plants

· Wither in southern region if faced hot summer temps

· Other important crops in the Plains

· Cotton

· Corn

· Hay

· Sorghum

· Cattle and sheep ranching

· Major activities

· Montana to New Mexico

· Washington and Oregon

· Produce 

· Dairy products

· Fruit

· Idaho

· Famous for

· Potatoes

· California

· Mediterranean climate—warm, year-round climate

· Provides throughout the year

· Fruits

· Vegetables

· Farming

· Small family farms

· Declining

· Replaced by large agribusinesses—firms that rely on machines, advanced technology, and mass-production methods to farm large areas

The Mining Industry
Western region’s resources
· Vital part of its economy

· Mining

· Oil and gas fields—provide energy

· Southern Plains

· Wyoming

· Southern California

· Copper

· Montana

· Uranium

· Colorado Plateau

· Timber

· The Northwest

The Aerospace Industry
Early 1900s

· Airplane industry born

· Washington, California, and Texas

· Important to the aerospace industry—makes vehicles that travel in the air and in outer space

· Engineers

· Other highly skilled workers to the western U.S.

· Aerospace industry

· Remains important in

· Southern California and Seattle

· Employment

· Declined in recent years

· Computer industry

· Replaced the aerospace industry

· Silicon Valley in California

· First area to experience rapid growth

· Now centers of computer research and manufacturing 

· Found in

· Texas, Washington and New Mexico

Service Industries in the Region
Advanced technologies
· Transformed manufacturing in western U.S.

· Robotics and computerized automation

· Produce greater quantities of goods

· With fewer workers than in the past

· Growth of computer technology

· Spawned other industries

· Software and information science companies

· Based in the same areas as the computer manufacturing

· Utah and Colorado

· Become important in those fields

· Major financial centers

· Denver 

· Dallas

· Seattle

· Los Angeles

· San Francisco

· Telecommunications—telephone are related services

· Important industry

· Dallas

· Denver

Tertiary economic activities—provides services—service industries
· New industries focus

· Such as 

· Retail sales

· Entertainment

· Tourism

· Big draw for tourists

· Mountains

· Rock formations

· Dense forests

· Alaska’s glaciers 

· Hawaii’s tropical beaches

· National parks
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